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happy satisfaction of the sower who sees the results of
his work and the object of his hopes coming out of the
earth. Looked at from the outside, the success of a
designer of some well-known machine may appear to
be a source of great joy. Sometimes this truly is the
case, but usually the amount of trouble, and the rest-
lessness created by the magic supervisors called " com-
petition-ambition/' adds enough bitter taste in the cake
of fame and success to adjust the matter and protect him
from the risk of too much joy and confidence. In this,
as well as in many other respects, the life of an active
aircraft designer and builder, who is seriously and
profoundly attached to his work, is an experience of
" higher-ups " and " deeper downs " than would occur
in the lives of a vast majority of others. There is a great
feeling of joy and satisfaction when a new plane bearing
his name achieves something that has never been done
before. There is great and profound disappointment
when a ship with men on board is lost. It is true that
well-built and well-operated modern aircraft is not
more dangerous than the average automobile and safety
is steadily improved, but this is the result of a feeling
of responsibility and permanent tension of many parties
connected with this work, one of the first being the
responsible designer.
In a brief and final summary of my life's impres-
sions, I believe that I have a greater than average reason
to be thankful to destiny for various events and condi-
tions, part of which formed the contents of this book,
I am also deeply thankful to this great country of un-
equalled opportunities which enabled me to resume my
life's work and provided the basis for the second part
of this book. I doubt if this could have taken plate